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January 13, 2014 Historical Commission Meeting Minutes
Meeting called to order at 7:15pm

Members present: James Kossuth, Ryan Hayward, Suanna Crowley, Claire Dempsey, Gretchen Pineo, Doug Carr
Minutes from December meeting reviewed. Minutes approved, 6-0
114 South Street (Grandfather’s House)
No  update. 
333 Winthrop Street

Demo delay expired last week. Clerk has been notified of expiration. Documentation completed. Report to be completed by end of February. 

Route 16, Woods Bridge

Previous meeting: Ryan and Suanna will collaborate on a letter to DCR. No update. 
Royall House (Subcommittee – Claire, Suanna, Gretchen)
JK followed up with Peter Gittelman.  MHC wants a new door. Issue closed. 
65 Prescott Street

J.Kossuth followed up with City Building Commissioner Paul Mochi. Owners had tried to go straight to ZBA, but follow up needs to happen with ZBA to make sure it is off the agenda of ZBA. J.Kossuth to follow up with Mochi. 

Civil War Preservation Grants
MHC has no agenda or desire to participate in a grant application.  

9 Playstead, West Medford
East Cambridge Savings Bank looking to build a new building at 9 Playstead Road, right in West Medford Square, next to historic Usher Building. D. Carr to follow up with Building Department to talk to bank before design.  MHC wants to get ahead of this project and make sure design is compatible and sensitive to the adjacent historic Usher Building in West Medford Square. 

244 Main Street

DC to follow up with OCD on status of these projects and more drawings.
158 Fulton

DC to follow up with OCD on status of these projects and more drawings.
Medford Hillside Survey
Phase 2 Survey products have been received and a meeting with the contractor is pending. Proposed list of Survey objects and pre-1900 buildings. No GIS coordination possible in Medford because no one in City Hall to do it. Discussion about the issue of the 1900 “line in the sand” that triggers MHC review and demo delay. 

West Medford Survey
All on MHC to send comments to C.Dempsey, who asked everyone to divide up the Survey and make sure there is nothing wrong, odd, etc. in the product. Churches, African-American Community. Pick area to review where your areas of knowledge or interest lie and let the entire MHC know via email. Shoot for Feb-March deadline. 


Medford Square Survey

We have been invited back! Grant proposal to be written by Feb. 5th. Asked for $20k City to match $20k grant application. Send Claire emails about the direction of changes coming to Medford Square (development threats, etc).  

Community Preservation Act

Discussion about whether Medford would consider it as a funding source. G. Pineo noted that more than a dozen communities, many close to Medford, (including Somerville) have passed the CPA. G.Pineo to do some basic research on the CPA. D. Carr noted that CPA funds could be an alternate to help fund the Brooks Estate, should the Council refuse to do so via the proposed bond before them in February. 

Letter to Real Estate Agents 

Draft letter distributed by J.Kossuth for review.  Consensus that the MHC letter should be written very carefully and not make any statements about a property’s age without documentation. Motion to refer to sub-committee (J. Kossuth & D. Carr).

Medford Historic Commission Web site status
happy with new look, updated site, minutes, record, forms, etc. Current website is very wrong on the basics. 

Annual Report

James will write, will be similar to last year’s. No update. 
Motion to adjourn at 8:57pm. Approved, 6-0. 
Notes by D. Carr

