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April 11 2016 Historical Commission Meeting Minutes

Medford City Hall, Room 201 - Meeting called to order at 7:10pm
Members present:, Ryan Hayward, Doug Carr, Dan Menezes, Ben Johnson. Absent: Suanna Selby Crowley, Gretchen Pineo.
Minutes – March 2016 minutes to be posted for review my members.
65 Summer Street – R. Hayward recounted process to date. Less than 2,500 structures pre-1900 remain out of approx. 20,000 structures in Medford. R. Hayward summarized letter he sent to City. Preferably preserved is the issue before the MHC tonight. 
D. Carr noted that these type of buildings – small, historic buildings on large lots – is a recurring problem. Medford needs to address this through Zoning reform. While he appreciated the three similar houses on Summer Street create a unique landscape, this building did not rise to the level of being preferably preserved. D. Carr discounted the Middlesex Canal non-contributing to the district. 
Ben Johnson: Tough call, but leaning against for similar reasons. 
Dan: Tough call. Torn about saving the house. Message to developers that we are not interested in preventing changes, we are looking to 
Ryan: torn as well. Canal not discounted in his mind. Maintains a lot of external architecture features, not so much in the interior. Example: 133 Jerome Street in West Medford – a similar building type and scale – was documented. The documentation included measured drawings, lots of photographs, framing sketches, how it was put together. These studies are useful as a record to help us examine. 
For Demo: Scott Kenworthy, David Johnson. Many of this type of houses were knocked down by government. Want to work with MHC. One of three houses in favor; there are two left. Canal not an issue. Preserved Grandfather’s House. A stretch to keep it from a historic perspective. 
For Preservation: Tom Brennan, 60 Dwyer Circle. Mansard Roof – how many are left? R. Hayward recounted historic patterns of 19th century development. Grew up in neighborhood. Losing footprint of the City of Medford. D. Carr will contact Building Dept. to confirm that there is no way to develop the other two similar properties. 
Scot Kenworthy: Need 6,000 SF to build 2-family. The other 2 lots are smaller than 6,000 SF and the developer cannot develop those other lots as 2-family properties. 

For Preservation: Sharon Guzik, 10 Manning Street: determination includes inside and outside of property. External features of house are great. Three houses in a row creates a significant streetscape. Little people are part of history, not just the big, rich people. Important to preserve it. Middle class is important part of the character of Medford. Huge historic tree would likely be lost as well. Canal not man-made does not mean it is not historic. 
For Preservation: Penelope Boyatt, lives on Maple Ave, behind the historic Touro House. We who want to preserve are not able to explain ourselves. Lived in Medford 16 years on Maple Ave. Not enough attention paid to how we feel about living there, go down Summer Street. 

For Preservation: Pat Hanson 22 Touro Avenue. Raised children in neighborhood. It’s my home, my neighborhood. 

R. Hayward: 10 buildings post-1900 have come before MHC this year. Last year (2015), 4 applicable buildings were reviewed, but 30 non-reviewed buildings came down in Medford.  Statewide and local Zoning are the source of the problem. Not stopping progress, but guide the changes. Medford is in the beginning stages of Zoning evaluation. 
For Preservation: William Hanson, 22 Touro Ave. Problem is Medford is losing open spaces. Medford needs to act to protect the open space. 
Ryan Hayward closed public comments. 

Further Commission comments? Ben Johnson asked if there were any additional Mansard empire houses on Summer Street? Ryan Hayward: not sure, maybe dozens, but not hundreds. Dan: reiterates previous comments. Try to identify these houses sooner. 

Motion: that 65 Summer Street by Preferably Preserved. Opposed, 4-0.  

107 Jerome Street – Gregory Peter, Hanover, NH.  Linda Grisham, owner at 107 Jerome wants to continue to live on Medford, but it the building is too much to take care of. Information presented is for a new design and we will determine Significance at next month’s meeting. Two family existing and proposed as new. Mr. Peter noted that there were serious structural issues, foundation, rodents, lead paint, and infestation. Thirty days from today the property will be discussed in meeting. R, Hayward noted that the Building Dept. has been on the site and has not condemned it.  R. Hayward asked to set a date for a site visit. A new design was shown for informational purposes only. The proposed building would be similar in scale to the existing. The new proposed house is a modular house and it was offered that raising the house to match the existing typical first floor elevation of the neighborhood would be appreciated, in addition to recreating some of the trim at the eaves. 
43 Irving Street – Six-month Demo Delay will expire very soon. R. Hayward said that typically at the end of the Demo Delay process, the MHC asks the owner to create a record of the property in drawings and photographs. Mr. Risman will think about it, but was non-committal. R. Hayward will speak with City, to get a consultant in to do documentation. 
Salem Street Burial Ground – No update. 
Old Business:

· 21 Touro Avenue – Preliminary report coming soon.  
Surveys:

· East Medford Survey – Phase 3 product received, approximately 65 Forms to date. 
· 2016 MassHC Survey & Planning Grant – No word from Mayor yet. 
Old Business:

· FY 2016 MHC Budget – submitted $10k request (plus $10k match for grant). HDC submitted $20k budget. 
Housekeeping:
· Archives – TBD at next meeting with Gretchen Pineo.  
New Business: 
· Demo Delay: Ryan Hayward looking to extend the delay process from 6 months to two years. This will require a change to the City Ordinance, City Council 5 of 7 votes to pass. D. Carr asked about extending the 1900 date to move to 100 years from present year instead of fixed at 1900. 
· 142-144 Riverside purchased recently. 
· D. Carr asked about sending the Assessor a letter to update their woefully outdated records that repeatedly state that hundreds of 19th century buildings are listed as 1910. D. Carr to draft a letter to Assessor. 
Motion to adjourn at 9:25pm. Approved, 4-0. Notes by D. Carr
Next meeting: Monday, May 9th, 2016. 
