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May 08, 2017 Historical Commission Meeting Minutes

Medford City Hall, Room 201 - Meeting called to order at 7:03pm. 
Members present: Ryan Hayward, Doug Carr, Richard Northrup, Abigail Salerno, Jennifer Keenan, Ben Johnson, Dan Menezes. Absent: None
Minutes – April 2017 minutes printed out and posted on Google Drive. Motion to approve Minutes. Approved 6-0. 
New Business: 
87 Medford Street - 

Charles Saferin, owner, 40 Albion Street, Medford, MA. R. Hayward stated the Demo application is complete and accepted. 

Motion: to accept application for Demolition of 87 Medford Street, Accepted, 6-0. 

Motion: to hire consultant to spend $500 to create a Form B for 87 Medford Street, Accepted, 6-0. 

Demo Request Hearing – 15/15A Cotting Street - 
· R. Hayward summarized the process to date - MHC found the building Significant at the March 2017 Hearing. The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether the building should be Preferably Preserved. 
· General consensus that the building had an interesting history, owners, development, plus the larger context of the neighborhood as documented in the Form A (Area Form). 

· Letter received from R. Penta requesting that both 15/15A Cotting Street and 18 Walnut Street be preserved. 

· Owner / Proponent Bob Gracilieri spoke that he intends to keep the house in the family. He believes that there are serious structural and code issues in the rear property. The house is a duplex front & back. Only the marble hearth at the fireplace is original. 
· Mary Ann, Adduci, 2 North Street: deed research – claims that this whole area was part of a larger farm owned by the Smith family, related to Adams family. 

· Dee Morris, 39 Russell Street: echoed the connection to Adams family. 

· Sharon Guzik, questions about use of building. 
· R. Hayward – summarized that the Building Dept. has final say over state 

· Motion: to find the building at 15/15A Cotting Street to be Preferably Preserved. Approved, 6-0. 

· R. Hayward will file the letter with the City Clerk to impose a six-month Demo Delay per the Ordinance.  

18 Walnut Street – Demo Application from developer Scott Kenworthy to tear down and build two houses. The property is a corner lot Emerson/Walnut Streets. 
· Determination of Significance at tonight’s meeting

· Commissioners: general consensus that the history of the owner and the character Proponent Bob Gracilieri John Cody: Proponent/owner. A renovator, not a builder. $374k purchase. 
· Sheryl Rodriguez, used to live in the neighborhood.  Does not believe that the City of Medford is in the business of flipping buildings. Passionate about keeping the building being preserved. 

· Contentious discussion between public comments and developer. 
Motion to find 18 Walnut Street Significant. Approved: 6-0. Next step: next meeting to determine whether the building will be Preferably Preserved. 
National Park Service – Freedom’s Way, looking for potential hidden resources, and bring them to the attention of the NPS. Abby & Jennifer will take on this task. 
Woods Memorial Panel – panel is being redesigned; MHC to review for content. Minor typo on the sign and a bit too wordy. The MHC requested that a piece of gear be saved. 
Cell Towers in Railroad Right-of- Way – 75 feet tall! Location of towers at 63 Tyler Ave and 59 Charnwood Ave. Letter from MHC will be circulated later this week for review. 
Site Plan Review – 252 Main Street
· Submit comments by May 1, 2017

· MHC had previously rejected the project as Significant in Oct. 2015.  

· D. Carr to issued comments to ZBA. 
Old Business: 

· 142-144 Riverside Avenue – No action yet.  Owner does not appear to be doing anything. Demo Delay expires 07/09/17.
· 403 Riverside – no hurry to demo. 
· Demolition Delay Extension – update: 3rd Reading will be done next Tuesday 5/16/17. After it passes, it will go into immediate effect. R. Hayward will continue refining the language. 
· South Medford Survey Plan (4 Neighborhoods) – proceeding, finished by end of June, 2017.  

· 42-46 Linden Street – Fire Dept. will use building for training before demo.    
· East Medford Phase II Survey – Update: forms coming in. 
· Medford Square South Survey – Project to begin soon. 
· Medford Square Historic District – Map on Google Drive showing boundaries of potential boundaries and zones. 
· 231 Park Street – Form B received. Uploaded to Google Drive. No action. 

· Operation Manual for Medford Historic Commission – put on Google Drive. 

· 21 Touro - single house Historic District was voted on by Council. 

· Archives – work day in 2017 TBD. 
· CPA – initial kick-off meeting of CPC (Community Preservation Committee) set for 5/9/17. Purchase deed restrictions – ex: won’t be demolished without MHC approval. This is a possible short-cut to a one-house district for critical properties. Right of First Refusal – 
· Salem Street Burial Ground – draft sign text & graphics reviewed. 

Motion to adjourn at 9:27pm. Approved, 6-0. Notes by D. Carr
Next meeting: Monday, June 12th, 2017, 7:00pm. 
