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June 8, 2015 Historical Commission Meeting Minutes

Medford City Hall, Room 201 - Meeting called to order at 7:00pm
Members present: James Kossuth,  Ryan Hayward, Doug Carr, Gretchen Pineo. Absent: Suanna Selby Crowley, Brian Connolly, Claire Dempsey
Minutes - May meeting minutes was posted in Google docs 10 seconds ago. To be reviewed by Commission members post-meeting. 

18/20 Woods Edge Road – J. Kossuth described the process for tonight’s meeting. Commissioner comments: D. Carr thinks this is a relatively easy call to preferably preserve the building. R. Hayward: rareness of building type and landscape are important. G. Pineo – there is lots to learn from the framing and the story of the building. Relationship of buildings to landscape is important and extant. It conveys the idea about why it was built and where it was built.  Motion: Carriage House building be preferably preferred; Approved, 4-0. Proponents – very accommodating, are looking for help in how to understand what to do with the property. Proponents are committed to not tearing down the barn and exploring the possibilities of saving it. A lengthy discussion about starting the process of history and documentation and brainstorming the site potential with the proponents. 
252 Main Street – Fred Torosian and architect presented their new plans for a replacement building at 252 Main Street. Property is under agreement now. Architect Nunes Trabucco Architects. Some design discussion of proposed design. J. Kossuth laid out the process for review – property will be owned outright by end of July by proponent. 
523, 541 & 551 Winthrop Street development – alternate site plan prepared by the Medford Historic Commission was discussed. The developers appreciated the detailed work and are looking to take a couple of ideas of the plan – relocating 541 Winthrop Street and reorienting the houses along Winthrop Street so that they don’t “turn their back” on the street. These houses want to have “two fronts” and work with the grades as much as possible. The MHC will approach the city of Medford CDB, OCD, Zoning, Fire Dept., to see if they can get behind the plan and look at some relief. 
640 Boston Ave – D. Carr to circulate draft design comments to the Commission and attend the Community Development Board meeting on 06/10/15. 

64 Salem Street – No Section 106 Review comment. 

16 Harvard Ave. – No Section 106 Review comment. 

Woods Bridge sign – D. Carr issued draft sign text to MassDOT and they are working on the sign design. They are researching graphics and looking for old photos. Sign to be 3’ wide x 2’ high, installed horizontally, at a 45 degree angle per NPS standards. A draft sign design will be forthcoming to the MHC in a few months. 
Medford Square Survey – No report

Cradock Bridge Granite - Suanna to review. 

West Medford Report – Neil to do some more reviews. 

CPA – Community Preservation Act. Motion to endorse the grass-roots effort to approve the CPA in Medford, which will be on the ballot in November. Approved, 4-0. 
21 Touro Ave. – MHDC reviewed this issue at the previous meeting. Two options: a single-house Historic District on the property; or a put a deed restriction on the building.  
Section 106 Review – 289 Elm Street  & 53-63 Fellsway West – material received to see if the MHC wants to comment on the proposed cell phone tower installation at these two properties. D. Carr to draft a response. 
79 Harvard Ave. – Realtor letter will receive a letter from MHC about the Demo Delay process. 
East Medford Survey – R. Hayward went to the meeting at Mass. Historic for project orientation. R. Hayward is setting up a meeting with Medford Purchasing to commence process. R. Hayward outlined the scope of work. 
Amending Demo Delay
Goal: to get developers to help pay for documentation. Option: get consultants on standby, which would streamline the procurement process. 
Tufts University Survey – D. Carr contacted Barbara Rubel, requesting any historical documentation of the Tufts campus that could be used to augment a Survey of the Tufts area of Medford. This issue will be brought up with Tufts and a request to have Tufts fund such a Survey, if an adequate one does not exist. 
Old Business:
Archives – Gretchen is continuing to organize materials to begin archiving process. 
Medford Square Survey – in process, 80% of work is done. 

Motion to adjourn at 9:25pm. Approved, 4-0. Notes by D. Carr
Next meeting: Monday, July 13th, 2015. 
