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July 13, 2015 Historical Commission Meeting Minutes

Medford City Hall, Room 201 - Meeting called to order at 7:05pm
Members present: James Kossuth, Ryan Hayward, Doug Carr, Gretchen Pineo, Suanna Selby Crowley, Claire Dempsey Absent: Brian Connolly
Minutes – May & June meeting minutes were posted in Google docs. Motion to Approve both minutes, Approved, 5-0.  

New Business:
· 18/20 Woods Edge Road – date for meeting with proponents is set for 07/27/15. 
· 6 Rockwell Ave – Robert Kutowski, proponent. A lack of clarity in regards to whether the application is a partial or full demo. J. Kossuth reviewed the MHC review process and next steps. A request for a site visit is being coordinated. 
· 523, 541, 551 Winthrop Street – proponents presented a detailed elevation of the proposed 4 new houses along Winthrop Street with a front and back elevations so that the houses have “2 fronts” that contribute to the streetscape. Detailed discussion about the design of the new houses.  General consensus that the saving of the large house at 541 Winthrop Street – to move it and replace one of the 11 houses. Documentation of the three existing houses, including the idea that the house to be moved would need less documentation. 
· 21 Touro Avenue – Tufts-owned building that they are selling and want to subdivide the property and sell it. Property has been listed for sale. Consensus is that we would like the Mayor to speak with the President of Tufts and try to save the house as is and market it accordingly as a house with a large lot and not two properties and maxed out as two houses. Detailed discussion about the possibility of a single-house historic district for this property and others in Medford that are resources that should be preserved. Gretchen presented research on the topic and precedents that have been done in Somerville. 
· 252 Main Street – No action. 
· East Medford Survey – R. Hayward listed process and completed tasks. The project is out to bid now and RFPs are due back in August. 
· Woods Bridge Wayside – A draft sign design will be forthcoming to the MHC in a few months. 
· Medford Square Survey – done.
Old Business:

· 19 Mystic Ave -- update
· CLG -- status
· Cradock Bridge granite – no update
· West Medford potential Historic District – 600 potential properties! Massive project. Possible Area Form is an alternative way forward. More next month. 
· Archives – G. Pineo updated MHC on status. 
· Tufts University survey – D. Carr to contact Tufts. 
· Web site -  “It is what it is” – G. Pineo. 
· 640 Boston Ave – D. Carr attended the Community Development Board meeting on 06/10/15 and issued a  comment letter. D. Carr to follow up on the design as it moves towards construction.  

· Section 106 Review – 289 Elm Street  & 53-63 Fellsway West – material received to see if the MHC wants to comment on the proposed cell phone tower installation at these two properties. D. Carr to draft a response. 
Motion to adjourn at 9:10pm. Approved, 5-0. Notes by D. Carr
Next meeting: Monday, August 10th, 2015. 
