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August 8, 2016 Historical Commission Meeting Minutes

Medford City Hall, Room 201 - Meeting called to order at 7:00pm. 
Members present: Ryan Hayward, Doug Carr, Dan Menezes, Ben Johnson, Gretchen Pineo. Absent: Suanna Selby Crowley
Minutes – July 2016 minutes posted. Motion: to approve July 2016 Meeting Minutes, Approved, 5-0. 
49 Mystic Ave:

· Motion to accept the Demo Application for 49 Mystic Ave as complete. Approved, 5-0
· Motion: to spend $500 to document 49 Mystic Ave. Approved, 5-0
107 Jerome Street:

· Letter received from proponent documentation changes made. 
· Motion: to release Demo Delay for 107 Jerome Street, Approved, 4-1. 

419 Riverside Ave.
· George Bergeron, builder & Developer attended the hearing. 
· Determination of Significance: R. Hayward summarized the process to applicant
· Lengthy discussion of Significance and Form B. 
· Motion to find 419 Riverside Avenue significant; Declined, 4-0. 

Good News: 

City Council Subcommittee is recommending to the Committee of the Whole to extend the Demo Delay to 18 months and will consider two years. 

· MHC is requesting language to extend Demo Delay for up to two years at the discretion of the Medford Historic Commission

· MHC to recommend that the review period be extended from 30 to 45 days. 
· MHC to clarify what constitutes demo with the building department; MHC to adapt the Town of Lexington’s standards in this area. Text: 
The demolition delay by-law only applies to “substantial demolition” as defined in Commission policy. “Substantial demolition” includes acts such as the removal of the roof or exterior architectural features and/or interior framing members of more than one exterior wall of a building, interior changes to a building that compromise the exterior architectural features of a building, or the lifting and relocation of a building to the same or a different site.  So an addition or other limited change, not involving substantial demolition, does not require Commission review. In fact, the Commission encourages appropriate additions to accommodate owner’s needs and avoid total demolition and rebuilding. 
· MHC to request that the Form B cost be paid as part of the Demo Delay application. 
· Demolition by Neglect (adapted from Lexington Ordinance):  

A. 
If the Commission has reason to believe, through visual inspection or other means, that a significant building may be undergoing demolition by neglect, then the Commission shall notify the Building Commissioner and the owner, and the Commission and the Building Commissioner shall jointly hold a public hearing to i) confirm whether or not the building is a significant building and ii) determine whether or not it is undergoing demolition by neglect, which shall require the concurrence of the Building Commissioner. In furtherance of determining its condition, the Commission may, at any time, request an inspection of the building by the Building Commissioner.

B. 

If the Commission and the Building Commissioner both determine that the building is undergoing demolition by neglect, the Commission and the Building Commissioner shall attempt to negotiate a voluntary agreement with the owner for appropriate and timely repairs sufficient to structurally stabilize the building and/or prevent further deterioration.

C. 
In the event that the Commission and the Building Commissioner both determine that they are not able to negotiate such an agreement with the owner, for any reason, or that the owner has agreed to undertake but has failed to satisfactorily complete such repairs in a timely manner, then the Commission and the Building Commissioner may take such action as is permitted under § 19-5, including seeking a court order that specific repairs be undertaken to secure the building against the elements, vandals and vermin, to halt further deterioration, and to stabilize it structurally. The Commission may forbear from commencing an action in court for any reason.

D. 
Upon completion of all repairs that have been agreed upon between the owner and the Commission and the Building Commissioner or that have been ordered by the Commission and the Building Commissioner, or that have been ordered by the court, and upon certification by the Building Commissioner that said repairs have been completed, the Commission shall certify that the building is no longer undergoing demolition by neglect.
D. Carr to draft a letter to sub-committee Chair Knight, to be reviewed by MHC. 
Old Business:

· Cradock Bridge – Not much we can do to influence the design. 
· 21 Touro Avenue – Report was submitted to Mass. Historical Commission
Surveys:

· East Medford Survey – Update: Phase 1 & 2 forms available for review. 
Housekeeping:
· MHC Archives – Next date: Saturday, August 27, 2016 at Medford Public Library. 
Motion to adjourn at 9:00pm. Approved, 5-0. Notes by D. Carr
Next meeting: Monday, September 12th, 2016. 
