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July 14, 2014 Historical Commission Meeting Minutes

Room 201, Medford City Hall - Meeting called to order at 7:05pm

Members present: James Kossuth, Ryan Hayward, Doug Carr, Claire Dempsey. Not present: Gretchen Pineo
Minutes from May & June meeting are posted in Google docs. Motion: to Approve May & June minutes; Approved 5-0, with minor edits. 
New Business: 

14 Paris Street Shed Demolition -- determination of historical significance
Brandon Lee  & Steward Howe. Motion: the small outbuilding is not significant. Passes, 5-0. 
134 Jerome Street Demolition -- determination of Historical Significance
· J. Kossuth – reviewed process MHC will follow to determine significance. 
· Owners have moved out of the property since Sept. 2013, now living at Water Street in Medford.
· Lawyer representing the property and Mr. Works are not happy with the process to date – they were unaware that a Form B was being prepared. They are in the process of getting a variance from the ZBA in September. 
· Debate: significance of the building debated among the Commission members. D. Carr was against, Claire for, Ryan for, James against, Suanna against. Motion: to determine significance. Voted down 3-2. Case closed. 
Medford Square Survey RFP -- status and discussion. Schedule is to get the RFP responses the week of 08/25/14 and a determination and award will be the week following Sept.1/Labor Day. 

Woods Bridge Wayside – D. Carr recommended that a Form B be prepared for the One Cabot Road property, site of the Medford Bowl Midget Car Race Track and the Medford Twin Drive-In, which are the themes the MHC historic sign at the base of the Woods Bridge reconstruction project. 

CPA Subcommittee Report – There appears to be little appetite politically for the CPA. The MHC agreed that the best approach would be to build a campaign over the next 14 months and get it on the ballot with the Mayor and City Council election in 2015. 
West Medford Survey Documentation Review – D. Carr and R. Hayward summarized comments on the review of the documentation. Final edits were given to C. Dempsey for final editing. 

Archives – R. Hayward to reach out to Barbara Kerr at the Medford Public Library to see if the MHC archives can be stored there. 

244 Main Street Consultant’s Report – review by next meeting.
333 Winthrop Street Consultant’s Report - review by next meeting.
114 South Street – the last communication with Scot Kenworthy was a couple of weeks ago and it appeared that he was uninterested in changing the exterior finish of the new house from vinyl siding to fiber cement siding to match the front house elevation. 
Fellsway Plaza Site Plan Review – a façade renovation underway to change the building exterior from a retail use to a gym. MHC has no comment. 
Old Business:
34A Grove Street – new building being constructed in the front yard of historic 34 Grove Street Building. Nothing can be done regarding this project as it is too far along. Medford Subdivision process needs to be reviewed. D. Carr suggested the MHC draft a letter to OCD, City ZBA, Building Dept. Environmental Agent, Public Works, Engineering, asking to be alerted to any requested subdivision in the City of Medford. Action: D. Carr to draft & circulate letter to parties above.  
Medford Hillside Survey:
· Phase 1, 2 & 3A complete. 45 Buildings and 3 area forms completed to date. 
· Phase 3B is underway. Phase 2 Comments received.  
41 Lincoln Street – new owners looking to possibly demo the house.  J. Kossuth to send a letter to the owner to cease & desist on partial demolition that has recently occurred, as the building is pre-1900. 
Salem Street Fire Station – R. Hayward reported work is underway, doors widened. 
Motion to adjourn at 8:55pm. Approved, 5-0. Notes by D. Carr

