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August 20, 2018 Historical Commission Hearing Minutes

South Medford Fire Station, Meeting Room - Meeting called to order at 7:03pm. 
Members present: Ryan Hayward, Doug Carr, Ben Johnson, Abigail Salerno, Jennifer Keenan, Richard Wiest. Absent: Richard Northrup
Minutes – July 9th & 31st 2018 minutes to be posted on Google Drive, to be reviewed at the end of the meeting. 
This is a special meeting of the MHC to deal with the following three properties listed below. R. Hayward summarized the MHC process to date what the process will be for all three properties listed below and were found to be Significant at the 7/9/18 meeting. 
77 Cotting Street – Demolition Request Hearing. 
The MHC board members were in general agreement that the building had significance both in the historical background and context to the neighborhood. 
Proponent: Riyaz Shaikh, owner. City of Medford ZBA approved a variance for a 2-family house on the property. 
MHC: General comments about the poor process of communication between the MHC and ZBA. Several commissioners expressed concern about the strong documentation of the house, its context with two nearly identical neighbor buildings. Public comments: 
· Sharon Guzik, 10 Manning Street (neighbor). Is sympathetic to new design – not very different from the existing house. Concerned about neighborhood integrity and scale. Lengthy comments. 
· Mary Ann Adduci – Concerned about 2-family house with require 4 cars parking on-site. 
· Chuck Veneziano, surveyor for proponents. Concern about process broken. 
· Cheryl Predenza, 139 Mitchell Ave, Medford. Process and education. 

Motion: To find 77 Cotting Street be Preferably Preserved. Approved, 3-2. 
R. Hayward will notify City Clerk to issue Demo Permit to proponent. 
137 Damon Road – Demolition Request Hearing.
Derek Stephens, proponent, owner. R. Hayward noted the deep history of the Lawrence Estate development. MHC board members were split about the house. 
· Sharon Guzik, 10 Manning Street. Concern about neighborhood feel and context. 
Motion: To find 137 Damon Road Preferably Preserved. Failed, 1-4.
R. Hayward will notify City Clerk to issue Demo Permit to proponent. 

368-374 Main Street - Demolition Request Hearing.
Proponent: Rick Welch, 9 Viking Road, Winchester, MA. 
From previous meeting, general agreement that the building facades of Bocelli’s and the adjacent Art Deco building are the portions of the existing buildings that are worth preserving. MHC at last meeting was looking at keeping the streetscape and doing a quality project. Commissioners noted the social history of the block, the Taxpayer Block origins. More concerned about the storefront retail than the house beyond. Public comments: 
· Joe Picico – thinks a new project would be good for the neighborhood. Parking lot behind Brazilian restaurant across street appears only 50% full. 
· Jim Silva, 15 Neil Street. Concern about the unknown proposed design. 

· Peter Vicilianous, 11 Bowen Ave. Art Deco fan, traffic and parking issues. 

· Rosalie DePasquale, Doonan Street. Family owned restaurant and lived in the house. 
· Maury Carroll, Carroll’s restaurant. Great thing for South Medford. Less traffic with smaller restaurant. 

· Anna DePesquale. Concerned about parking. 
· Richard Gigante -137-139 Harvard Street: concerned about demo negatively impacting his adjacent property. On the fence about the project – sees the value of improvement, but the loss of Bocelli’s is a negative.
· Maria DiBenedetto – new building will not improve the neighborhood. Traffic and parking nightmares. Not homey South Medford. 

· James Comforti – represents the seller. Chose the buyer, after multiple offers. Developer will have a less impactful project with smaller restaurant.  
· Sharon Guzik, 10 Manning Street. Likes the one-story scale of the existing building. Looking for a slightly smaller scale building. 

· Alisa Laudato - likes the small scale of the stores and neighborhood, the charm. Likes mixed-use properties.
Motion: To find 368-374 Main Street Preferably Preserved. Approved, 5-0.

R. Hayward will file 18-month demo delay. 
595 Broadway, Medford. Application for Demo. Project is on the Medford-Somerville city line. Somerville has approved the project and deemed the existing building to not be Significant. R. Hayward reviewed process at next meeting. 
Motion to approve application for Demo, Approved, 5-0. 

Demo Delay Sub-Committee met – concrete block garage, approved for Demo. 

Upcoming Demolitions – 646, 662-664 Boston Avenue (future Green Line Extension station). No issues. 
Wellington Neighborhood Survey – consultant ranking 
Medford Square South Survey - 

41 High Street (Gaffey’s Funeral Home) – TBD
Motion to adjourn at 9:38pm. Approved, 5-0. Notes by D. Carr
Next meeting: Monday, September 17th, 2018, 7:00pm, Medford City Hall, Room 201. 
