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	Town/City:  
Medford 

	Place: (neighborhood or village):




	Address: 
104 Winchester Street

	Historic Name:  
Luther T. Seaver House

	Uses:
Present: 
Multiple Family Dwelling

	Original: 
Single Family Dwelling

	Date of Construction:  
ca. 1865

	Source:  
Visual, census records

	Style/Form:   
Italianate / End House

	Architect/Builder:  
Unknown

	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  
Parged concrete

	Wall/Trim:  
Wood shingle / wood

	Roof:  
Asphalt shingle

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  Chain link fence at property line


	Major Alterations (with dates):  Entry porch altered (early 20th century), windows replaced (late 20th century)


	Condition:  
Good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:  
6,514 sq. ft. 

	Setting:   
In a densely-settled residential area just off of well-traveled Broadway. Surrounding buildings are primarily late 19th and early 20th century multiple family dwellings. 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  


If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:    

Describe architectural features.  Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.


The Luther T. Seaver House is a ca. 1865 end house with Italianate styling. The two-and-a-half story house is two piles deep with a three-bay façade. A two-story, two-piles-deep ell extends from the rear elevation of the house, sitting flush with the north elevation of the main body but stepped back several feet from the south elevation. The reentrant angle on the south elevation is filled by a one-story flat-roofed open porch. The main entry door, located in the north bay of the façade, is reached by a set of wood stairs and is covered by a hip-roofed open entry porch. 
The Seaver House sits on a parged concrete foundation, is covered in wood shingle siding, and has an asphalt shingle roof. Most of the windows are late 20th century vinyl one-over-one sash, protected by exterior storm windows. However a few six-over-six wood sash are visible on the ell. The house has two chimneys: a concrete block chimney projecting from the center of the south roof slope of the house, and a brick chimney projecting from the north side of the ridgeline near the middle of the ell. The house has Italianate style features such as paired brackets at the eaves and a small drip molding framing the windows. The open porch on the ell features turned posts and Queen Anne style brackets typical of the later 19th century, while the smooth Tuscan columns on the main entry porch suggest it is an early 20th century Colonial Revival update to the house. On the rear elevation of the ell, a door at the second story and scarring from a stairway indicate the removal of an exterior set of stairs. Overall, aside from minor changes such as the replacement windows, the house retains a high degree of integrity, displaying historic trim features on a traditional form. It is one of the few remaining houses in the immediate area that has not had its trim removed or had significant additions constructed, and it is also one of the earliest buildings in the area. 
The Seaver House sits to the north side of its corner lot, with a large expanse of grass to the south. A paved asphalt driveway runs from Albion Street to the rear of the ell. The property line is demarcated by a chain link fence on three sides. The extreme south corner of the property sits in Somerville, which is noted in deeds. 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    
Discuss the history of the building.  Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

The Luther T. Seaver House was likely constructed ca. 1865 by Luther T. Seaver (1829-1910), a Vermont native. In 1857, Seaver purchased a lot of land from William, Edward, George F., and Alfred Tufts.
 Brothers William and Edward Tufts were the uncles of George F. and Alfred Tufts; the four inherited the property from William and Edward’s uncle Nathan Tufts, who had owned a significant amount of land in the area. Seaver’s parcel was numbered lot 59 on a plan drawn by Alfred Tufts; while the plan was not located, the lot numbers were included in the 1875 map, showing the extent of the Tufts subdivision (see detail of map, below). Seaver’s parcel was 150 feet by 70 feet, 40 feet longer than the present parcel. It is unclear when the rear portion of the lot was subdivided and sold. 
Seaver married Martha Aiken (1828-1864) in Boston in 1852.
 The couple were recorded in Medford when the 1860 census was taken, but due to the lack of street addresses it is difficult to say if they were living in the Seaver House by that time. The couple had four children before Martha Aiken Seaver’s death during childbirth in 1864. Seaver married a second time, to Sarah L. Clark (1828-1920); it does not appear that the couple had any children together. The Seavers were likely living at the Seaver House by 1868, when Luther T. Seaver is listed in a Medford city directory as living on Broadway. 
Luther T. Seaver appears to have had several careers. Early records, such as his marriage records and the 1868 directory, list him as a painter; the 1870 census clarifies that he was a house painter. By 1878, he was working as a tomato plant grower at the lot of the Seaver House. In 1888, he owned a blind awning shop on Charlestown Street in Boston. And around the turn of the 20th century, he returned to his agricultural roots and was listed as a florist. 
Luther T. and Sarah L. Seaver were recorded in the 1870 census at the Seaver House with three of his children from his first marriage. In 1880, they were living with only his daughter Lorraine C. Seaver. And in 1900 and 1910, the couple were recorded alone at the house, which as early as 1900 was numbered 104 Winchester Street. 

Following Luther T. Seaver’s death later in 1910, his wife and daughter Ella Isolia Seaver Norwood, acting as the executrices of his estate, sold the property to Mary F. Paschal of Somerville.
 Mary F. Paschal (b. ca. 1868) and her husband John H. Paschal (b. ca. 1866) were recorded in the 1920 census at the house with their son and daughter.
 John H. Paschal was a Canadian immigrant and worked as a stationary engineer for a freight company. The couple were living alone when the 1930 census was taken; that year John H. Paschal was listed as an engineer for a floating derrick. 

In 1938, Mary F. Paschal, listed as a resident of Gloucester, conveyed the property to Anna G. Rogers of Somerville.
 The 1940 census recorded Joseph J. (1892-1966) and Anna G. Madeiros Rogers (ca. 1893-1987) at the Seaver House.
 They were living with their five children and Joseph J. Rogers’ elderly, widowed father, John G. Rogers. Both Rogers men were Portuguese immigrants. Joseph J. Rogers was a watch repairer, as was his son Joseph F. Rogers. His two daughters, Mary E. Rogers and Anna E. Rogers, both worked as sales clerks in a retail notions store. 

The composition of the Rogers household in later decades is unclear. Joseph J. and Anna G. Madeiros Rogers’ daughter Mary E. Rogers (ca. 1920-2015) married Robert A. Miller (d. 1975), who was listed at the Seaver House in his obituary.
 He was a Department of Public Works engineer for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Before her death in 1987, Anna G. Madeiros Rogers conveyed the Seaver House to her daughter, Mary E. Rogers Miller.
 In 2012, Mary E. Rogers Miller sold the property to a real estate partnership; she was a resident of Falmouth at the time.
 The property is currently owned by a limited liability corporation, which has the same address as the group that purchased the Seaver House in 2012.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
   
1875 F. W. Beers, County Atlas of Middlesex, Massachusetts. 
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1900 Geo. W. Stadly & Co., Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1. 

1897, 1903, 1910, 1936, 1936-1950 Sanborn Insurance Atlases.

Ancestry.com: see footnotes

Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds (MCSRD): see footnotes, includes recorded date
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The Luther T. Seaver House is shown at the corner of what were then known as Charles Street and West Albion Street on this detail of an 1875 map, the earliest map that shows the house. Note that the surrounding area features the lot numbers from the Tufts family’s subdivision of their landholdings. The Seaver House was numbered lot 59. 
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The north elevation of the Luther L. Seaver House.
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The south (side) and east (rear) elevations of the Luther L. Seaver House. 


                      National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Individually eligible             FORMCHECKBOX 
   Eligible only in a historic district
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contributing to a potential historic district          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Potential historic district
Criteria:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A        FORMCHECKBOX 
    B        FORMCHECKBOX 
    C     FORMCHECKBOX 
    D

Criteria Considerations:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A      FORMCHECKBOX 
    B      FORMCHECKBOX 
   C     FORMCHECKBOX 
   D      FORMCHECKBOX 
    E      FORMCHECKBOX 
    F       FORMCHECKBOX 
    G

                   Statement of Significance by___Jennifer B. Doherty_________________________

                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.
The Luther L. Seaver House is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as part of a larger Ball Square Historic District under Criteria A and C. The house is one of the earliest remaining buildings in this neighborhood that straddles the Somerville/Medford line. The area has historically been served by a train station on the Boston & Lowell Railroad that was located just north of Broadway in Somerville. Shown on 19th century maps as Willow Bridge, the station was later renamed North Somerville. Although rail service ended in the mid-20th century, passenger service is due to reopen in the coming years at Ball Square as part of the Green Line Extension project.

The Seaver House is one of the few remaining mid-19th century residential buildings outside of the commercial node of Ball Square, which developed with the arrival of the railroad in the 1830s. Commercial and industrial buildings were constructed at Ball Square through the early 20th century, while the surrounding area in both Medford and Somerville was filled with residential development around the turn of the 20th century. 

The Seaver House is a contributing building to a potential Ball Square National Register District under Criterion A and C in the areas of Architecture and Community Planning and Development. The house retains a high degree of integrity, maintaining its historic mid-19th century form and Italianate features. It also relates to the early residential development of Ball Square, and the subdivision of the Tufts family’s lands in the area. The Seaver House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.                               
� MCSRD Book 772, Page 278, June 23, 1857


� Ancestry.com: Find-A-Grave; Malden [Medford] city directory for 1868, 1878, 1888, 1895, 1909. Massachusetts [Boston], Marriage Records, 1840-1915; Massachusetts [Medford], Death Records, 1841-1915; US Federal Census of Population for 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, 1910.


� MCSRD Book 3645, Page 271, October 27, 1911


� Ancestry.com: US Federal Census of Population for 1920, 1930.


� MCSRD Book 6197, Page 228, April 6, 1938


� Ancestry.com: US Federal Census of Population for 1940; US Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014. “Obituaries - Rogers,” Boston Globe, July 1, 1966.


� “Mary E. Miller,” The Enterprise, February 5, 2015. “Robert Miller; Was DPW Engineer,” Boston Globe, August 24, 1975.


� MCSRD Book 18087, Page 378, May 4, 1987


� MCSRD Book 47984, Page 341, August 15, 2006; MCSRD Book 58549, Page 308, February 24, 2012


� MCSRD Book 70799, Page 216, March 29, 2018






Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.

