[image: image1.jpg]City of fHledford

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

City Hall ~Room 308
85 George P Hassett Drive
Medford, Massachusetts 02155





January 14, 2019 Medford Historical Commission Hearing Minutes

Medford City Hall - Meeting called to order at 7:06pm. 
Members present: Ryan Hayward, Doug Carr, Ben Johnson, Jennifer Keenan, Edward Wiest, Abigail Salerno, Richard Northrup. Absent: None
Minutes – Dec. 2018 minutes reviewed. Motion to Approve Minutes. Approved, 6-0. 
67 Magoun Ave – Determination if Preferably Preserved.  J. Keenan summarized the process to date, and that the building was determined to be Significant. R. Hayward gave a detailed analysis of his criteria for his vote. Location, design, feeling association, integrity, association with historic figures, great integrity. The other commissioners echoed many of the sentiments in the Form B and Ryan’s analysis of both architectural and social significance. Loss of carriage houses in Medford have been increasing in the past decade plus. 
Proponents: Domenic Valenti, architect, 571 Main Street & Yi Wang, daughter of proponent. DV has gone through the building with a structural engineer, no foundation. R. Hayward noted that the condition of the building is not the prerogative of the MHC. D. Carr noted that if the building is structurally unsafe, the Medford Building Commissioner would have the right to override the MHC per public safety concerns. 
Public comments: 

· Henry Silva 56 Magoun Ave, Medford (abutter). Believes that the barn is an unattractive eyesore. Supports demolition. 
· Sharon Guzik, 10 Manning Street. Supports earlier commission comments. Retains architectural details, adaptive reuse is possible, exceptional for a barn building, value to the community. 
· Email: Sheila Cataldo, Metcalf Street. Great history should be maintained. 

· Email: Nancy White, Ship Ave. Preferable Preferred supporter

· Email: John Anderson: Find an adaptive reuse 

· Email: Peter Miller, 28 Corey Street: support preferably preserved. 

· Email: Keith Family, 64 Magoun Ave (abutter). Beautiful Queen Anne building that enhances the neighborhood. Keep & renovate. Keep

· Letter: Dee Morris, 39 Russell Street: detailed letter on the social history as a homeopathic hospital that the building represents are very important to Medford and should be preserved. 

Motion: to find 67 Magoun Ave. Preferably Preserved. Passed, 6-0.  J. Keenan will send a letter to the Medford Building Commissioner. 
50 Pleasant Street & 7 Lauriat Place – Received two Applications for Demolition. Proponent: Nelson Olivera, 264 Salem Street Medford. Motion: to accept applications for both with site plans and photos. Accepted, 5-1. 50 Pleasant Street on National Register of Historic Places, so it is automatically Significant. Will be reviewed for Preferably Preserved next meeting. 7 Lauriat Place will be reviewed for Significance. Motion to execute a Form B, Approved, 6-0. 
43 High Street (former Gaffey’s Funeral Home) – Plan to use the building as a Mosque and morgue. MHC will set up a walk-through. Nichole Mossalam, proponent. Looking for guidance on the exterior restoration. The historic hitching post (recreated in 2012) is missing! Sprinkler system is being upgraded and electrical & fire alarm systems. Boiler system was corroded. Adapting the interior: design with colonial/mosque architecture. Possible rental of office spaces for 2nd & third floors to non-profits. Long-term: top floor for imam, second floor possibly for activities center. First floor planned to be one large open space. Tour for MHC will be forthcoming. 
Chevalier Theater – review of historic windows. Fred Soule, preservation architect from McKinley Kalsow, summarized the approach to restoring the windows: exterior storms, not operable except basement, no insect screening, match original cream color (wood windows). Metal single-glazed windows to be refurbished, with sound curtain on inside. 
Old Business: 
Annual Report – R. Hayward to email D. Carr draft report, which will highlight the major actions of the MHC for 2018. D. Carr to complete. 

CPA Applications – all three MHC grant applications were favorably reviewed at the last CPC meeting and were recommended approved to the Mayor and Council. 

FY2020 Budget – current budget $30k ($14k Form B’s, $15k Survey, $1k Misc.). $20k request for a part-time staff person = $50k total. 
Wellington Survey & Planning Grant – Wellington most recent neighborhood chosen; 
Next S&P Grant Cycle – Missed this cycle. Next cycle in 2020 - neighborhood be combined Winter Hill (19th c) and Brickyards (20th c) neighborhoods in South Medford. Fulton Heights still pending, will follow Winter Hill & Brickyards. Ongoing. 
Motion to adjourn at 9:09pm. Approved, 6-0. Notes by D. Carr
Next meeting: Monday, February 11th, 2018, 7:00pm, Medford City Hall, Room 201. 
